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PROPOSED REVISION:
This proposal makes the PADDING CHARACTER clause an obsolete language element
JUSTIFICATION:

1. At meeting 216, WG4 meeting xx, it was decided that the PADDING CHARACTER clause should be obsolete.  The primary reason being that nobody knows of an implementation that actually uses it and it is not very well specified.

COMPATIBILITY:
This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Meeting #

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

Page 221, 12.3.4.10, PADDING CHARACTER clause, add a new sentence as follows:

"The PADDING CHARACTER clause is an obsolete element in this draft International Standard and is to be deleted from the next revision of standard COBOL."

Page 816, E.2, Obsolete language elements, add a new item 3 as follows:

"PADDING CHARACTER clause.  The PADDING CHARACTER clause has never been well-defined, and the action it takes is more appropriate to an external specification.  There were no known implementations that treat it as other than a comment."
INDEX:
No changes.

RESOLVED ISSUES:
None.

OPEN ISSUES:
None.

